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young people looking across at Wash-
ington, D.C. that have been wondering,
what can I do, what can I do, and decid-
ing, I'm going to climb in my car, my
Detroit-made car or Michigan-made
car—

Mr. HOEKSTRA. We hope so.

Mr. KING of Iowa. And drive that
across the countryside, whatever it
takes, park here and take the Metro in
because parking is going to be hard,
but join these people coming here to
the Capitol here in Washington, D.C.
And some of them will decide they
can’t quite afford the time and they
will go to district offices, inside the of-
fices, out on the streets. I know that
there is going to be a ceremonial read-
ing of the bill in at least one location
outside a district office. That will take
at least 48 hours for anyone to fast read
through this 1,990-page bill.

Mr. AKIN. But if you do, there are a
lot of interesting trap doors, smoke
and mirrors in that bill, a lot of very
interesting things. One of them that I
thought was absolutely amazing, we
talk about tort reform, that is, lim-
iting the punitive damages. Different
States have passed that and have the
effect of dropping their medical insur-
ance costs in the State by as much as
20 percent is my understanding. At
least Texas had a very good effect by
dropping that.

This bill has a different kind of tort
reform. It says any State that has done
tort reform, you can’t have any of the
medical benefits that your taxes are
going to go for. So it’s a reverse
tort—

Mr. KING of Iowa. Well, furthermore,
if T could just briefly, and then yield
back to the gentleman from Michigan,
but it also says in tort reform that if
States are going to try any of these
pilot projects, they can’t limit attor-
neys’ fees or impose caps on damages.
So how are you going to reform tort if
you can’t limit attorneys’ fees or im-
pose caps on damages? It is: you can
fly, but we’re going to cut your wings
off.

The gentleman from Michigan.

Mr. HOEKSTRA. One interesting
thing, they talk about this being a na-
tional health care bill, and we know all
the gyrations that the Speaker is going
through right now to get those last few
votes. Can the gentleman from Iowa
tell me how they got the votes of the
Congress persons from Hawaii?

Mr. KING of Iowa. I do not know, and
I would be happy to yield.

Mr. AKIN. That sounds like a good—
you got me. What’s the story?

Mr. HOEKSTRA. The bill doesn’t
apply to Hawaii.

Mr. AKIN. It doesn’t apply to Ha-
waii?

Mr. HOEKSTRA. It doesn’t apply to
Hawaii. Hawaii is exempt.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Hawaii is exempt
from 1,990 pages?

Mr. HOEKSTRA. It is within the first
couple of hundred pages because Ha-
waii has done kind of their own thing.
But go to the bill, I believe it’s in the
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first 300 pages. I read it over the week-
end.

Mr. AKIN. I wonder what Hawaii real
estate is going to do if this thing were
to pass?

Mr. KING of Iowa. You know, I may
just go to Hawaii if this thing passes.

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Remember, they
may have done some bad things at the
State level, but Hawaii is exempt.

Mr. AKIN. So the only people exempt
from the bill then is Congress and Ha-
waii.

Mr. KING of Iowa. That would be it,
Mr. AKIN. I mean, I don’t know if that’s
all the answers; but that comes to
mind for me, too.

Mr. HOEKSTRA. But these are the
kinds of surprises that you will find as
you read through 1,990 pages. Because,
again, this is not about the quality and
quantity of health care; this is about
getting the votes to grab that from the
American people.

Mr. KING of Iowa. But is Hawaii also
then exempt from the tax increases?
And are they exempt from the lack of
tort reform and exempt from all of
these pieces that are bad?

Mr. HOEKSTRA. I think that’s on
page 492, and I haven’t gotten there
yet.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Are they exempt
from funding for abortions? Are they
exempt from funding for illegal aliens?
Are they exempt from lawsuit abuse,
tax increases, or Medicare cuts?

Mr. HOEKSTRA. The commissioner
shall decide that.

Mr. KING of Iowa. The commissioner
shall decide, one of 3,425.

Mr. AKIN. Is it commissioner or
czar? Did they change that? Is it a czar
or a commissar or a commissioner?
What are they calling this one?

Mr. KING of Iowa. I call him a
commissarissioner. I think that’s the
appropriate name for someone like
that.

Mr. AKIN. That covers them all, yes.

Mr. HOEKSTRA. I thank our col-
leagues for doing this and remind the
American people, this is the oppor-
tunity on Thursday on a number of dif-
ferent levels to make their voices
heard.

I thank my colleague for yielding and
leading this Special Order tonight.

Mr. KING of Iowa. I thank the gen-
tlemen from Michigan and Missouri.

Mr. AKIN. And also, Congressman
KING, thank you for being part of call-
ing the invitation, taking the initia-
tive just as a Member of Congress to
call the people of America to come to
their Capitol Building and express
their opinion.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Well, we stand to-
gether in our call for freedom and the
call for the American people to exer-
cise that freedom and come to this
Capitol. And that is Thursday at noon,
day after tomorrow. Let your voices be
heard. And if thousands of Americans
come to this city, we will be able to
save our freedom and be able to own
the health insurance policy that you
choose and keep the government’s

H12285

hands off our health care. And those
that can’t come to this city, we ask
them to come to district offices or pick
up the phone. The American people
shut down comprehensive amnesty 3
years ago twice; we can shut down so-
cialized medicine. We can do it, and it
starts on Thursday.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 1
thank the gentlemen that have joined
me tonight, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. HoLT (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. ENGEL) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. SESTAK, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. MASSA, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. POE of Texas) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mrs. BACHMANN, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. BIGGERT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. BLACKBURN, for 5 minutes,
today.
Mrs. BONO MACK, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida,
for 56 minutes, today.

Mrs. CAPITO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. EMERSON, for 56 minutes, today.

Ms. FALLIN, for 56 minutes, today.

Ms. GRANGER, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. JENKINS, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mrs. MYRICK, for 56 minutes, today.

Mrs. SCHMIDT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes, No-
vember 10.

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, November
10.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for 5 minutes, No-
vember 4, 5, and 6.

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. DEAL of Georgia, for 5 minutes,
November 5.

——————

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The Speaker announced her signa-
ture to enrolled bills of the Senate of
the following titles:

S. 475. An act to amend the Service-
members Civil relief Act to guarantee the
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